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Welcome to TBL in Asia 
Justin Harris - Conference Chair 

Paul Leeming - Program Chair

Welcome to TBL in Asia, the second international 
conference organized by the JALT Task-Based 
Learning Special Interest Group. We are delighted 
to welcome you to Kinki University in Osaka for 
this two-day event featuring research presentations, 
workshops and poster presentations by TBL 
theorists and practitioners from Japan and around 
the world. 

We feel honored to have such high-profile plenary 
speakers, each bringing their own unique insights 
to TBL. From Hong Kong, William Littlewood will 
discuss task-based and task supported language 
teaching, very much a hot-topic in our field at the 
present time. Yoko Goto Butler, from Pennsylvania 
in the USA, will discuss an under-researched area 
in TBL; the use of  computers and gaming with a 
TBL framework, with suggestions for further 
research. With a very practical focus, Peter Skehan 
from Twickenham in the U.K, will show how 
research into TBL directly applies to the 
classroom. Our final plenary, Stephen Dalton, 
from Berkley in the USA, discusses service learning 
programs within a study-abroad framework.  

Aside from our four plenary speakers, there will be 
more than 50 presentations and workshops from 
presenters from around Asia and the world. This 
conference promises to be an enriching academic 
experience which we hope participants find both 
stimulating, motivating, and thought provoking. 
Outside of  the presentations themselves, we hope 
that the conference provides a venue for those 
interested in TBL to share ideas, findings, and even 
begin to collaborate on research projects. Have a 
great weekend! !
Thanks: Organising this conference would not 
have been possible without the support of  many 
people and we would like to mention some by 
name here. First and we think foremost, TBL in 
Asia would not have been possible without the 
indefatigable (and we’ve reserved that word for him 

only) efforts of  the TBL SIG treasurer, Mark 
Donnellan. Going far and beyond his official title, 
Mark has been responsible for many areas of  
conference planning, from the website to online 
registrations to proofreading. We would also like to 
thanks Andrew Atkins and the other officers of  the 
Study Abroad SIG for organising the “Tasks in 
Study Abroad” mini-conference held concurrently 
with TBL in Asia. We extend our gratitude to 
Wendy Gough, Ryan Richardson and the CUE 
SIG for their very generous support of  the 
conference. We would also like to thank Lance 
Burrows and the Economics Department of  Kinki 
University for their kind support in hosting the 
conference in their great facilities. Thanks must 
also go to our own TBL SIG Officers, Colin 
Thompson, Andrew Atkins, Brent Cotsworth, and 
Junko Toyoda for their help. Finally a big thanks to 
Mizuka Tsukamoto, Bill White and Oana Cusen 
for their help on the days of  the conference !
A note on stylistics. For the purposes of  all TBL 
in Asia literature including this handbook, we have 
avoided titles such as “Dr” and “Professor”. With 
regard to capitilization of  presentation titles,  we 
have opted for grammatical capitalization only, 
mostly for the reason that it saves valuable printing 
space. !
A message to presenters. A published 
proceedings followed the 2012 TBL in Asia 
conference in the form of  a special issue of  OnTask, 
our bi-annual publication. For the 2014 conference 
we have decided against printing a conference 
proceedings but would very much welcome your 
contributions to future issues of  OnTask. Therefore 
we call on interested presenters to submit paper 
versions of  their presentations for consideration for 
inclusion in OnTask. In the first instance, please 
contact Colin Thompson, our Publications Chair, 
at tbltinasia@gmail.com !

�4



TB
L 

IN
 A

SI
A 

Saturday AM Plenary 
William Littlewood 

Hong Kong Baptist University 
Saturday May 17th, Room 501, 11:10-12:15

Task-based language teaching, in its various 
interpretations and instantiations, can be seen 
as constituting a bridge between the familiar 
conception of  teaching as proceeding through 
‘ p r e s e n t a t i o n ’ a n d ‘ p r a c t i c e ’ t o 
‘production’ (this last stage being realized 
through ‘tasks’) and the more radical 
conception that language is best learnt solely 
through  engagement in communication (also 
realized in the form of  ‘tasks’). These two 
conceptions mirror the distinction that has 
long been made between the ‘weak’ and 
‘strong’  versions of  communicative language 
teaching (CLT).  

The two conceptions are also embodied in the 
distinction which is now often made between 
‘task-supported’ and ‘task-based’ language 
teaching (TSLT and TBLT) . TSLT 
and  TBLT share key features such as the 
central significance of  ‘tasks’ and the 
definition of  a task as having a context related 
to the real world, a purpose which stimulates 
cognitive  and communicative processes, and 
an outcome which can be described in non-

linguistic terms.    However, like the two 
versions of  CLT, they are crucially different in 
other key  respects, such as how they define 
‘grammar’, the contributions of  the learner, 
and the respective roles of  analytic and 
experiential teaching.  

The present paper includes TSLT and TBLT 
(as well as CLT) under the broader umbrella 
of  ‘communication-oriented language 
teaching’ (COLT). It presents a framework 
for  conceptualizing the language curriculum 
in terms of  five categories of  learning activity: 
n o n - c o m mu n i c a t i ve l e a r n i n g, p r e -
c o m mu n i c a t i ve l a n g u a g e p r a c t i c e , 
communicative  language practice, structured 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d a u t h e n t i c 
communication.    In this framework, TSLT 
and TBLT are not distinct but describe sets of  
options that teachers can  draw on in 
developing an approach suitable to the 
context where they teach and the learners 
whom they teach.   

Task-based or task-supported language teaching? 
–	  A view from the bridge. 
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Yoko Goto Butler 
University of Pennsylvania 
Saturday, May 17th, Room 501 3:00-4:00

Computer games have gained attention in 
recent years as potentially effective learning 
tools.  Games that are specifically designed for 
educational purposes are sometimes referred to 
as “serious games” or “instructional games” 
and they are distinguished from games that are 
purely for entertainment (Sorensen & Meyer, 
2007).  The major potential benefits of  using 
games for instruction include: (1) they can be 
adapted well to meet the needs of  learner-
centered approaches to learning, where 
learners have greater autonomy over their own 
learning; (2) they can help learners understand 
complex subject matters; and (3) they can 
potentially enhance the motivation for learning 
among intense users (Garris, Ahlers, & Driskell 
2002).  

Computer-based instructional games (referred 
to as CBIGs hereafter) appear to be 
particularly promising for children who are 
familiar with computer games from an early 
age.  Note that, consistent with previous 
research, I define “children” or “young 
learners” as individuals who are up to the end 

of  their elementary school years or up to 12 
years old in my talk.  While CBIGs appear to 
hold promise, we have limited knowledge 
about the extent to which and the ways in 
which they can assist children in their learning.  
What kinds of  tasks in CBIGs can enhance 
student motivation and learning?  What are 
the underlying game and learning elements 
and features in those tasks?  The information 
on this topic is particularly scarce in the 
context of  foreign language (FL) education. 

In my talk, I will first discuss the theoretical 
issues regarding the roles of  play and games in 
children’s cognitive development as well as the 
potential benefit of  using CBIGs for young 
learners’ learning and cognitive development.  
I then present some of  my current research 
projects on CBIGs for young learners’ English 
learning in Japan, which I have been working 
on in collaboration with Eiken Japan.  I will 
conclude my talk with a discussion of  potential 
future directions for research on CBIGs in FL 
education.   

Computer games as foreign language learning 
tasks for digital natives
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The presentation will try to link recent 
research into task based performance with 
choices that might be relevant to task-based 
instruction. In this way, it is part of  an 
approach which tries to promote a researched 
pedagogy, in an area where research and 
pedagogy may be closer than in some other 
areas of  language instruction. It will explore 
two main themes – research into tasks and 
task characteristics, on the one hand, and 
research into the conditions under which tasks 
are done, on the other. 

Regarding the first, the presentation will 
examine issues connected with task difficulty, 
and also arguments that task complexity 
should be the central principle for sequencing 
tasks. There will also be discussion of  how 
some tasks push selectively for higher 
performance in some domains, and not others, 
e.g. more accurate but less complex language.  

The major part of  the presentation, though, 
will focus on the conditions under which tasks 
are done, examining, in turn, the before, 
during, and after stages. With the first, the 
focus will be on recent work with planning, 
showing how the advantages of  using this 
technique can be maximised and be dangers 
minimised. I will also look in this section at the 
usefulness of  repeating an activity. The during 
section will largely focus on the impact of  too 
much input in a task, as well as too much time 
pressure. 

In the final stage, the post-task stage (which I 
will argue is most important) I will try to 
outline how some post-task activities can 
change the way the task was done earlier, and 
how other activities can exploit the language 
which was made salient by the task itself.

Sunday AM Plenary 
Peter Skehan 

St. Mary's University, Twickenham 
Sunday, May 18th, Room 501 11:10-12:10

Task-based Performance and Task-based 
Instruction: Research Contributions
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By the time Japanese students reach university, 
they have undergone English instruction since 
the fifth grade.  Largely taught in Japanese, these 
English classes fail to present students with either 
practice of, or rationale for, communication in 
English.  After seven years, their language 
knowledge lies inert, unemployed save for 
university exams or the TOEIC. Their 
motivation for learning English is extrinsic and 
largely relegated to text.   

On the other hand, Japanese universities face 
declining enrollment due to demographic 
decline.   In order to compete for the shrinking 
pool of  potential freshmen, many are attempting 
to differentiate themselves by expanding foreign 
study opportunities and recruiting more foreign 
exchange students.      

Finally, forward-looking Japanese companies are 
confronting the decline of  the domestic market 
by expanding abroad.  They increasingly recruit 
graduates who not only possess high scores on 
the TOEIC but are also capable of  solving 
problems with foreigners in English.  In order to 
market Japanese products to local communities 
around the world, new recruits must be able to 
accomplish tasks in English, the de facto lingua 
franca of  global business. 

Japanese students need motivation and 
opportunities for English communication, 
universities need students, and companies need 
recent English-speaking graduates able to team 
with foreigners to solve problems.  All of  these 
needs can be addressed with a university-based 
service learning program. 

Service-learning programs provide motivation 
for engaging the local community.  Service-
learning requires that community volunteering is 
combined with classroom instruction to reach 
both service and instructional  goals.   Students 
then reflect on their experience through 
debriefing, writing tasks and capstone projects. 

By placing Service Learning in an international 
context, student motivation for achieving tasks 
can motivate communication in English.  I will 
present a taxonomy of  current International 
Service Learning (ISL) models which aim to 
motivate students’ use of  L2 to assist local 
communities.    ISL programs available to 
Japanese students for the acquisition of  English 
fall into two broad categories: those that assist a 
community in an English-speaking foreign 
country, and those that partner with English-
speaking foreign exchange students in Japan.   In 
both cases, students empower themselves using 
their L2 while accomplishing tasks to serve the 
surrounding community.  

Sunday PM Plenary 
Stephen Dalton 

The University of California, Berkley 
Sunday, May 18th, Room 501 2:10-3:10

Tasks beyond Four Walls: 
English acquisition through International Service-Learning

�8



An exploratory study on L2 Chinese 
teachers’ pedagogic beliefs and 
practice of task-based language 
teaching 
Yumei Zhang & Shaoquin Luo - Beijing 
Normal University 

10:00 - 10:25 (25 mins)	 Room 502 
This paper presents the extent to which L2 Chinese 
teachers’ beliefs and practice are concordant with 
TBLT philosophy and the extent to which teacher 
practice is consistent with their beliefs. The factors 
accountable for the inconsistency and those may 
affect TBLT application are also elicited.  !
Reflection on TBL activities: Planning 
and implementation 
Happy Goh Khong Phong - National 
University of Singapore 
10:00 - 10:25 (25 mins)	 Room 503 
A one -year bridging course at the National 
University of  Singapore was designed, using mainly 
task based activities on themes like environment and 
social media for China students. This paper shares 
the challenges in implementing materials given the 
stakeholders’ expectations, number of  tutors, 
students’ level of  proficiency and course duration !
“Leaving the Nest”: Taking learning out 
of the classroom with interclass tasks 
Juliet Markis and Stephanie Cantrell - RMIT 
International University, Vietnam 
10:00 - 10:25 (25 mins)	 Room 504  
TBL provides a valuable opportunity for 
inter-class tasks, which encourage new 
interactions in simulated environments such as 
business meetings. The presenters will 
demonstrate how two inter-class tasks increase 
learner motivation and communication in an 
EAP program in Vietnam. Practical 
considerations for adapting tasks to fit 
multiple contexts will be discussed. !
TBL in a chunked lesson 
Jason Moser - Osaka Shoin Women’s 
University 

10:35 - 11:00 (25 mins)	 Room 502 
This presentation focuses on the rationale behind 
the introduction of  a task-based learning program in 
a Japanese university and then its subsequent scaling 
back.  The presentation will mostly focus on the 
latter change, which was made in response to the 
declining motivation and proficiency levels of  
students entering the university. !
The effects of task-based language 
teaching on developing Thai EFL 
learners’ speaking accuracy 
Patcharee Imsri - Walailak University, 
Thailand 
10:35 - 11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
Task-based language teaching has been applied in 
one of  the speaking classes to help raise students’ 
awareness in the correct uses of  English and 
improve speaking performance.  During each 
speaking assignment, students were required to 
video record and systematically analyze their 
performance. Students’ accuracy improvement will 
be presented and discussed. !
Task-based syllabus design and 
academic literacy: A cognitive 
approach 
Miyuki Nakatsugawa - Temple University, 
Japan 
10:35 - 11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
This presentation will describe how a task-based 
syllabus was developed based on the SSARC 
sequencing model, elaboration theory, and cognitive 
academic language learning approach. A content-
based literacy course for university students was 
designed and implemented over a two-semester 
academic year. The presentation will conclude with 
key findings from the study. !
Experiences of risk and crisis 
management 
Miho Young - Osaka Gakuin University 
10:35 - 11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
This paper introduces and discuss some aspects 
of  managing risk and crisis in an intensive 

TB
L 

IN
 A

SI
A Presentations and Posters 

Saturday, May 17th 

�9



language program. Challenges, such as 
communication difficulties with host institutions 
and parents, ensuring students’ safety, and 
decision making by onsite staff  for individual 
unique cases, are focused upon.  !
Plenary 1 - Task-based or task-
supported language teaching? –	  A 
view from the bridge. 
Dr. William Littlewood - Hong Kong Baptist 
University 
11:10 - 12:15 (65 mins) 	 Room 501 
See page 5 for details. !
Build a Robotics Company  
Daniel Parsons - Kwansei Gakuin University 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
First year undergraduates undertook a series of  tasks 
titled “Build a Robotics Company”. The tasks included 
graded input and pushed output tasks focusing on 
negotiation. While engaging for and popular with 
science majors, aspects of  the output tasks proved 
difficult and refinements to task design are suggested. !
Supporting CLIL through a task-based 
business simulation game 
Greg Rouault - Doshisha Women’s College of 
Liberal Arts 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
This poster presentation highlights the decision making 
tasks for an online business simulation game used in a 
content-based business course supplemented with 
CLIL. In pre-task planning, teams analyzed market and 
performance data and then faced within-task planning 
with pressure (Ellis, 2005) as they collaborated on 
marketing strategy decisions. !
Exploring the use of online listening logs 
to support task-based ESL listening 
Sofwah Md Nawi - Universiti Teknologi Mara, 
Malaysia 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
This study experiments with online listening logs 
via Tumblr to support task-based ESL listening in 

the Malaysian classroom. Included in the 
presentation is a description of  the tasks as well as 
the learners' responses and feedback. !
Incorporating a preplanned focus on 
form into a task-based syllabus 
Martin Hawkes - Ritsumeikan University 

1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
Many proponents of  TBLT advocate some kind of  
language focus such as incidental focus on form or 
explicit post-task activities. This poster presentation will 
describe one approach to selecting target forms to 
incorporate a preplanned focus on form into a task-
based syllabus. !
Investigating digital literacy:  A 
description of a task-based hypertext 
approach in ESL reading 
Noridah Sain - Universiti Teknologi Mara, 
Malaysia. 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
In this study, task-based navigational strategies / 
hypertext approach specifically in reading 
selected online articles utilized by the participants 
are discussed.  A comparison of  comprehension 
outcomes between the control group and 
experimental group is presented in order to 
illustrate the importance of  teaching hypertexts 
comprehension strategies in fostering digital 
literacy.   !
Utilizing task-based activities in 
Malaysian ESL listening 
classrooms 
Suhaili Mohd Yusof, Universiti Teknologi 
Mara, Malaysia. 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
This paper explores the use of  locally-derived 
podcasts as a way to introduce L2 listening to 
low-proficiency ESL learners in Malaysian ESL 
classrooms. The presentation focuses on the task-
based activities employed, the types of  podcasts 
used as well as the outcome of  the experiment.  !

Presentations and Posters 
Saturday, May 17th
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Running a long-term SA program on 
a shoe-string staff 
Ken Ikeda and Takahito Shinya Otsuma 
Women’s University, Tokyo (SA) 
1:00 - 2:00 (Poster 60 mins) Room 501 
At Otsuma Women’s University, four professors with 
department assistants manage a 1-year study abroad 
program to tertiary institutions in 4 countries. We 
illustrate our program in publicizing its features, 
screening students, and equipping them. We discuss 
administrative issues within our university, with 
respective sister institutions, and evolving student 
challenges. !
Taking a task based approach 
through Literature Circles to 
enhance student use of newly 
acquired lexis 
Alastair Graham-Marr - Tokyo University 
of Science 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
Studying to use words rather than simply 
recognizing words requires a higher level of  
cognitive engagement. This study reports on a 
task-based approach using literature circles. The 
results showed that the approach was more 
effective in helping students develop a capacity to 
use newly acquired vocabulary. !
Effects of task repetition on 
speaking fluency, accuracy and 
complexity in an EFL setting: Does 
the task content matter? 
Yoshitaka KATO - The Graduate School of 
Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto 
University 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
L2 speech theories suggest that learners' attention 
will shift from content to form during task 
repetition. Hypothesized from this are the positive 
effects of  repeating the same content tasks on 
accuracy and complexity, and the different 
content tasks on fluency. The present study 
revealed some evidence to support the hypothesis. !

Focus on Meaning: Task-Based 
Learning with Skype and Social 
Media 
Laura Markslag - Kinki University 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 504	  
Combining task-based learning with social media and 
an authentic audience, the Virtual International 
Exchange Program - an online cultural exchange 
between students in Japan and Dubai - encourages EFL 
learners to create and exchange information in 
meaningful ways and allows instructors to shift their 
roles from controllers to facilitators of  learning. !
Semester abroad: Before, Moodle and 
After 
Scott Johnston - Osaka Jogakuin University 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
At our university, students on semester abroad 
communicate on Moodle with a faculty member in 
Japan, and other students on semester abroad. Using 
Moodle, the professor posts weekly questions for 
students to answer. The questions begin by focusing on 
initial cultural experiences and move to understanding 
the people and cultures. !
A contextual analysis of task-based 
language teaching in a Chinese 
Secondary Classroom  
Eunice TANG - The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong 
Miss Jie-Qing LU - Guangzhou 
Experimental School, China 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This study seeks to identify teachers’ and students’ 
opinions and attitudes towards TBLT; to reveal how 
TBLT is implemented in Chinese classroom; to explore 
the gap between the intended TBLT and teachers’ 
actual performance of  TBLT in the classrooms; and, to 
examine the factors that affect teachers’ 
implementation of  TBLT. !!!!!!
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Gaming the classroom: Task 
planning for real rewards  
Sarah Forbes - Kanazawa Technical 
College 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
In this session, the presenter will outline the 
design and results of  a year-long experiment with 
“gamification” in second year high-school English 
skills classes at an engineering kosen.  What are 
the goals, benefits, challenges and lessons to be 
learned from the transfer of  game elements to 
language classroom?  !
Content selection in task-based language 
teaching: The job interview for university 
students in Japan 
Megumi Ohsumi - ECC Kokusai College of 
Foreign Languages, Osaka 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
This presentation focuses on content selection in task-
based English teaching in the culture of  Japanese 
universities. Emphasis is placed on the significance of  
the job search in contemporary Japan, and the 
presentation provides the steps of  the job interview as a 
task, from research and preparation to assessment. !
Integrating study abroad into an 
academic study skills program 
Tim Greer, Marian Wang, Greg Sholdt - Kobe 
University 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
This presentation outlines the challenges and successes 
in putting together a Japan-based academic skills 
program that includes a 3-week overseas component. As 
part of  MEXT’s Project for Promotion of  Global 
Human Resource Development, this initial experience is 
intended to provide freshman students with the skills to 
cope with classes abroad. !
Improving learner engagement in tasks 
Robert Stroud - Kwansei Gakuin University 
2:10-2:50 (40 mins) 	 Room 502 
Issues with student non-participation within TBLT in 
Japan will be addressed and approaches to increasing 

student engagement within tasks discussed (including 
power-sharing techniques, engaging task design and 
classroom technology). Workshop attendees will learn 
how to apply these techniques in their own TBLT 
classrooms and will be provided with detailed handouts. !
“On the road with TBL”: The 
challenges of changing teaching 
contexts 
Carla Bridge - Kanda University of 
International Studies 
2:10-2:50 (40 mins) 	 Room 503 
How transferable is Task Based Learning and can 
it be adapted to different environments, as 
teachers move and change teaching contexts? 
This workshop will look at the challenges faced by 
introducing a TBL approach and the initial steps 
taken to integrate TBL into the classroom at a 
Japanese university. !
Combining TBLT and technology: 
“English through film” !
Bob Ashcroft - Tokai University!
2:10-2:50 (40 mins) 	 Room 504 
Newly emerging internet and computer 
technologies were innovatively combined with a 
TBLT approach to create ‘English through Film’, 
an elective course at Tokai University in Japan. 
The presenter will explain the development and 
implementation of  the course, along with a 
summary of  the overwhelmingly positive feedback 
from students. !
Challenges in developing a study abroad 
program 
Gordon Reisdorf - Konan University 
2:10-2:50 (40 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
The presentation will briefly give an overview of  
the SA program at Konan University’s CUBE 
campus as described by its coordinator. The 
presenter will share some ideas and projects that 
have helped students prepare for their academic 
year abroad. The audience may also have an 
opportunity to share too. !
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Plenary 2 - Computer games as 
foreign language learning tasks for 
digital natives 
Yuko Goto-Butler - University of 
Pennsylvania 
3:00 - 4:00 (60 mins) 	 Room 501 
See page 6 for details. !
Measuring cognitive task 
complexity from the learners’ 
perspective 
Shoko Sasayama - Georgetown University 
4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This study investigated cognitive 
complexity of  oral narrative tasks by 
eliciting L2-English learners’ post-task 
perspectives. Results revealed that learners 
identified predicted sources of  complexity 
(number of  characters) but also reacted to 
additional phenomena, such as storyline 
clarity and language-related issues, and 
they did so differentially depending on 
their L2 proficiencies. !
Involvement Load Hypothesis: A 
study on the acquisition of 
incidental vocabulary 
Ryan W. Smithers - Osaka Institute of 
Technology 
4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
This paper looks at incidental vocabulary 
retention in relation to task types with different 
distributions of  involvement load indexes. The 
data reveals a link between ILH and task types, 
and it demonstrates that ILH has the ability to 
predict which tasks will be the most effective in 
the classroom. !
Questing for knowledge: Task-
based learning activities in 
Massively Multiplayer Online Role 
Playing Games (MMORPGs)  
Martin Stack - The University of Shiga 
Prefecture 

4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
TBL is a valuable arrow in our pedagogical quivers, 
and the use of  MMORGs for L2 education is 
currently drawing attention.  This presentation will 
show how in-game quests can be developed into and 
utilized as effective TBL L2 activities.  Participants will 
explore the potential of  including TBL activities in 
MMORPGs. !
Impacts of using speaking 
assessment tests on study abroad 
programs in Sydney 
Mikako Nishikawa - Kyoto University 
4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 

To build accountability for a short-term study abroad 
program, the author used an assessment called the 
International Second Language Proficiency Ratings to 
measure students’ progress in speaking. This study will 
attempt to identify which skills students made more 
progress in five targeted areas; fluency, vocabulary, 
grammatical, accuracy, pronunciation, and 
communicative qualities. !
Guided planning, task complexity 
and task sequencing  
Colin Thompson - Shimonoseki City 
University 
4:45-5:10 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This presentation examines the effects of  pre-task 
planning on L2 oral production in terms of  fluency, 
accuracy and complexity. The presenter then focuses 
on task complexity and how it can be used for 
sequencing tasks to promote oral development, 
referring to Robinson’s Cognition Hypothesis (2003) 
as a theoretical framework. !
What happened? Lateral thinking 
puzzles as tasks 
Simon Capper - Japanese Red Cross 
Hiroshima College of Nursing 
4:45-5:10 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
Lateral thinking puzzles make ideal goal-oriented 
communicative tasks, providing practical, challenging 
and entertaining learning experiences with maximum 
involvement for students. 
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This workshop introduces the concept of  lateral 
thinking puzzles, demonstrates how they can be 
adapted to the classroom, and offers some tips on how 
to source and utilise puzzles. !
The evolving scope of task-based 
learning in a direct entry EAP 
program 
Jill Koolmees, RMIT English Worldwide, 
Melbourne 
4:45-5:10 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
First included as add-ons in RMIT English 
Worldwide's EAP program, tasks now play a central 
role. Latest developments include ongoing simulations 
and a module built entirely around a real-world task. 
This paper explores the challenges and rewards of  
implementing task-based learning for curriculum 
developers, teachers and students. !
Developing a Super Cool program 
in Vietnam for university students 
Timothy Phelan - Miyagi University 
4:45-5:10 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
Learn how Miyagi University’s intensive study 
program to Vietnam helps the school distinguish itself  
In Japan’s competitive educational market. Topics to 
be discussed include the motivation behind choosing 
Vietnam, the importance of  key in-country contacts 
and support from university administrators, the voices 
of  student participants, and future challenges and 
opportunities. !
Story books to foster low level students’ 
writing 
Agnes Patko - Meisei University 
5:20-5:45 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
My workshop will introduce the audience to a task-
based story book writing project. The project consists 
of  several parts, each of  which requiring the students 
to use different skills and strategies. Task-based 
instruction helps teachers move students attention 
away from solely accuracy, and executing the task 
fosters authentic language use. 

Toastmasters method as a task in a 
public speaking class in Korea 
Herminigildo Garrobo - Kyung 
Hee University, South Korea 
5:20-5:45 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
This presentation aims to suggest the use of  a 
Toastmasters-inspired method as a task that facilitates 
language-use and creativity. First, the method will be 
described briefly, then a discussion of  its benefits to 
EFL learners, plus anecdotes on its application is some 
public speaking classes in a Korean university will be 
shared. !
Discovering world heritage: Project-
based learning and preparation for 
study abroad 
Thomas Fast - Okayama University 
5:20-5:45 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
Japanese high school students conducted field research 
at Kyoto World Heritage sites to deepen their cultural 
knowledge before study abroad. Individual tasks 
included: Describing a site, documenting its past, 
interviewing local caretakers and tourists, and noting 
conservation issues. After presenting their findings, 
students reported gains in English, motivation and self-
awareness. !
Study abroad: Enriching the memory 
Ross Miller - Otemon Gakuin University 
5:20-5:45 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 
In this session, the presenter will introduce a plan for 
having students document their varied activities and 
observations while abroad. He will then show how the 
students’ writing and photos can be transformed into a 
document that can serve as both a travel guide and as 
a detailed “memory book”.
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Using preparation tasks to promote 
ideas repetition and retention in 
learner-centred discussions: A 
semester-long observation 
Matthew W. Turner - Rikkyo University 
10:00-10:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This presentation will reflect on classroom 
observations that were conducted to assess the 
effects of  various planning tasks on learners’ 
content retention and repetition in freer 
discussion activities. Although more expansive 
studies are required, the presenter will question 
why some tasks were more successful than others 
in reinforcing learners’ ideas.  !
What do Japanese first-year 
university students think about 
foreign language learning – and 
how do their attitudes evolve 
during one year class of 
communicative German? 
Carsten Waychert - Ritsumeikan 
University 
10:00-10:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
Asking the freshmen about their perception of  
foreign language learning and their personal 
definition of  good vs. bad foreign language 
classes in the first questionnaire, the objectives of  
the two follow-up questionnaires are to find out 
how far the student’s attitudes evolve while being 
confronted with Communicative Language 
Teaching. !
Young learners and the use of task 
based learning 
Tony Minotti - Osaka Shoin Women's 
University 
10:00-10:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
The use of  tasks can greatly improve students’ 
participation. I will draw on my own classroom 
experience and outline how the use of  tasks has 
greatly improve student participation, which in 
turn helps promote oral language production.  
Three different tasks which were used 
successfully will be presented. 

How is learner motivation related to 
language gain during study abroad? 
Chihiro Tajima - Keisen University, 
10:00-10:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
The purpose of  the present research was to find 
answers to this question: How is learner 
motivation related to language gain during one 
semester of  study abroad? The research was 
longitudinal, with data collected at pre-
departure, while-abroad, and post-return. This 
study employed mixed methods, analyzing both 
quantitative and qualitative data. !
An action research model for 
fostering teacher professional 
development in TBLT: Is it right for 
Asian contexts? 
Martin Guardado - University of Alberta 
10:35-11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This presentation describes how language teachers can 
develop a sense of  professional development autonomy 
by conducting action research projects in their own 
classrooms. The audience will have an opportunity to 
engage in a discussion of  the feasibility of  this model 
and the presentation will conclude with implications 
for language programs. !
The role of L1 backstage talk in L2 task 
repetition 
Emi Kobayashi - Maebashi Kyoai Gakuen 
College 
Masaki Kobayashi - Kanda University of 
International Studies 
10:35-11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
How do second language students benefit from 
their repeated engagement in communicative 
tasks? Informed by sociocultural perspectives, 
this qualitative case study examined how EFL 
students worked together to refine their poster 
presentations. The analysis suggests that 
students’ L1 backstage talk played an important 
role in shaping their subsequent task 
performances.  !
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Motivating English language usage 
among non-native speakers via TBL 
activity 
Noorhayati Saharuddin, Intan Norjahan 
Azman & Rosiah Othman 
Universiti Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
10:35-11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
This study investigates a group of  Malaysia 
university students’ motivation in using English 
language in a task-based learning project 
conducted for an English subject. The findings 
compare the frequency and purpose of  English and 
L1 usage during the commencement of  the project 
and the accuracy of  the English language used.  !
How to make study abroad more than 
just a trip 
Yoko Sato - Hosei University 
10:35-11:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
This paper shares some attempts made in the author’s 
faculty to improve the quality of  short-term ESL Study 
Abroad (SA) experiences. These include the 
introduction of  a one-semester pre-departure course, 
an on-site research project and a post-SA presentation 
event. Some challenges and possible future 
improvements are also presented. !
Plenary 3 - Task-based performance 
and task-based instruction: Research 
contributions 
Peter Skehan - St. Mary's University, 
Twickenham 
11:10 - 12:10 (60 mins) 	 Room 501 
See page 7 for details. !
Visualization of future possible L2 
selves with the integration of task-
based design courses with the use 
of Technology Entertainment Design 
Rieko Nishida- Osaka University 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
A purpose of  this presentation is to describe the 
English reading course designing the integration of  a 
task-based approach, the group presentation activities, 

with the use of  Technology Entertainment Design 
(TED). The results of  questionnaire revealed that 
intrinsic motivation showed increase after the 
interventions of  the presentation project.  
  
The effect of task-based learning on 
the students’ speaking skill: A study 
of non-English department students. 
Muhammad Ali, Indah Anjar Resky & 
Nurul Fadhilah - Pontianak State 
Polytechnic (Polnep), Indonesia 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
The presentation is about a study investigating 
the correlation of  Task Based Learning 
application in EFL classes and the improvement 
of  students’ English speaking skill.  It will 
comprehensively talk about how TBL approach 
affects the students’ willingness to communicate 
and their English fluency and accuracy. !
The Effect of Task Type on EFL Speaking 
Performance 
Huei-Chun Teng - National Taiwan University 
of Science and Technology 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
The study aims to investigate the effect of  task type on 
the performance of  EFL speaking tests. Three task 
types were examined, including answering questions, 
picture description, and presentation. Results indicated 
that participants performed significantly better in the 
speaking task of  answering questions in terms of  
fluency and complexity.  !
Japanese students’ reflections on a 
short-term overseas language 
program 
Michael Furmanovsky - Ryukoku 
University 
1:00-1:25 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
While on a sabbatical in Melbourne Australia, the 
presenter used a questionnaire + interview instrument 
to examine the on-going experiences of  28 Japanese 
short-term study-abroad participants in a language 
center. Questions were conceptualized so that the 
results obtained could have concrete value for current 
teachers of  the students in their Japanese university. 
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The effects of task complexity on 
Chinese EFL learners’ language 
production: A synthesis and meta-
analysis 
Jiaxin Xing & Xiaohui Sun, Beijing 
Normal University, China 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 502 
This paper reports the results of  a synthesis and 
meta-analysis. Eleven studies were meta-
analyzed to investigate the effects of  raising task 
complexity on Chinese EFL learners’ language 
production. Research synthesis revealed an 
assortment of  treatments and measures. Results 
of  meta-analysis partly confirmed Skehan’s 
Trade-off  Hypothesis and Robinson’s 
Cognition Hypothesis.  !
Money Makers: The semester-long 
investment task  
Travis Henry - RMIT International 
University, Vietnam 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
This presentation describes a virtual stock-
market investment task used in an English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) course as part of  a 
Diploma of  Commerce program at RMIT 
Vietnam. The task runs throughout the entire 
course, culminating in a group presentation. 
Elements discussed include the task’s objectives, 
rationale, implementation and assessment.	  !
Coming up with a new framework to 
characterize planned task-performance 

Shahabaddin Behtary - Department of 
English, Ardabil Branch, Islamic Azad 
University, Ardabil Iran 
Massoud Yaghoubi-Notash - University 
of Tabriz, Iran 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
A typical way in which learner involvement in 
the task can be fulfilled is task planning. The 
single existing framework for planning in TBLT 
literature is that presented by Ellis (2003). 
Introducing new terminologies, the new model 
proposed here claims to compensate for the 
inadequacies of  the framework by Ellis.  

Innovative study abroad: Euro-Japan/
Asia/Thai dialogues 
Alexander McAulay - Yokohama National 
University 
1:35-2:00 (25 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
Diversification in Study Abroad has accelerated in 
recent years. We will introduce “The Dialogues” at 
Yokohama National University, programmes where 
undergraduates visit universities abroad to carry out 
presentations and discussion in Economics. The 
origins of  the programmes, the learning outcomes 
achieved, and the logistical challenges involved will be 
discussed. !
Plenary 4 (Study Abroad) - Task 
beyond four walls. English 
acquisition through international 
service-learning 
Stephen Dalton - The University of 
California, Berkley 
2:10 - 3:10 (60 mins) 	 Room 501 
See page 8 for details. !
“Breaking news from Japan – A 
case study” 
Mahdi Katsumata Shah - EF Education First 
Japan 
3:20-4:00 (40 mins) 	 Room 502 
TV News could be a rich source for a good lesson but 
how do we do it meaningfully in a TBL context? 
 This workshop is based on a lesson given at the 
Hokkaido BOE for High School students by using 
CNN footage.  !
Using tasks to teach and reinforce 
content in EFL classes 
Richard Miller - Kobe Gakuin University 
3:20-4:00 (40 mins) 	 Room 503 
The CBI pedagogical approach, utilizing tasks, to 
teach English has a variety of  benefits, and one is in 
reusing content from materials that students are 
learning in their L1.  This presentation will give 
concrete examples on how this approach was 
successfully done in several business administration 
courses. 

TB
L 

IN
 A

SI
A Presentations 

Sunday, May 18th

�17



Designing Homework to Increase 
Student Engagement 

Robert Cochrane - Kyushu Sangyo University 
3:20-4:00 (40 mins) 	 Room 504!

As teachers focus on creating communicative classroom 
activities, homework is frequently an afterthought. This 
workshop will discuss how the TBLT Framework (Willis 
1996) and the ARCS Model of  motivational design 
(Keller 2010) can be used to support the design of  
creative and engaging homework activities. !
Experiential Education: Service Learning 
and Study Abroad 
Gregory King, David Laurence & Patrick Maher 
- Chubu University 
3:20-4:00 (40 mins) 	 Room 505 (SA) 
This presentation outlines an ongoing collaborative 
effort between two universities, one in the U.S. and one 
in Japan, to incorporate service-learning into the study 
abroad experience in both countries. The history and 
future of  the program will be discussed and participants 
are encouraged to ask questions and share their 
experiences. !
Developing oral English fluency in a task-
based Japanese classroom 
Craig P. Lambert - The University of 
Kitakyushu 
4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 503 
The fluency development of  eight university-level 
Japanese English majors at three distinct proficiency 
levels will be outlined.  The data were collected during 
regular oral English classes at the university.  Fluency 
development was tracked over the course of  several 
weeks during which time the learners completed task 
sequences involving both input-based and output-based 
versions of  the target narrative task. 

Incorporating metacognitive strategy 
training into task-based approach in 
web-based autonomous English reading 
Yunling Yu - Harbin Institute of Technology, 
China 
4:10-4:35 (25 mins) 	 Room 504 
In this study, based on the review of  previous studies on 
Task-Based approach, metacognitive reading strategies 
and web-based autonomous English reading, an 
empirical study is conducted to measure the impact of  
Task-Based approach based on the short-term 
metacognitive strategy training on non-English major 
postgraduates’ reading ability. The study has practical 
significance in postgraduates’ English teaching of  
reading. !!!!
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Kinki University, Osaka 
About the venue 
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Kinki University is situated in the east of  Osaka City, and conveniently located only about 20 to 
30 minutes away from the Namba district of  Osaka. !
Facilities: TBL in Asia will be held on the fifth floor of  the Keizai (Economics) Building. Most 
presentations will take place in rooms 502 to 505, with 505 dedicated to the “Tasks in Study 
Abroad” mini-conference. Room 501 will be used for all plenary sessions and the poster sessions on 
Saturday, May 17th. Drink vending machines can be found behind the Keizai building on the 
ground floor. !
Station: The best station from which to get to the Economics Department is Yaenosato station, on 
the Kintetsu Nara Line, which is a 20 minute walk from the Economics Building or a 5 minute taxi 
ride. Yaenosato can be reached from Namba, however it is a “local” station, meaning only “local” 
trains stop there, so it is necessary to take a “local” train, (which has a blue naming plate on each 
carriage), rather than an express, semi-express or rapid express. !
Restaurants and shops: There are a number of  small restaurants within the Kinki University 
campus, but these are only open on the Saturday of  the conference. The building opposite the 
Economics building contains a 7-11 convenience store and a MOS Burger fast food restaurant, as 
well as Sukiya and Bowl Kitchen restaurants (both selling various dishes such as donburi, udon and 
pasta). For the Sunday, there are some restaurants just out the gate on the road back towards 
Yaenosato station, including a “Gusto” family restaurant, a ramen noodle shop and a Mini-Stop 
convenience store. Please ask one of  the TBL in Asia staff  for more details. For more variety, 
Namba is one of  the main entertainment areas of  Osaka, so it is probably a better option for 
dinner or for going out. !! !

Map showing the route (a 
very straight walk) from 
Yaenosato station to the 
Economics Building of  
Kinki University
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TBL IN ASIA !
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Conference Chair:	 	 	 Justin Harris 
Program Chair:		 	 	 Paul Leeming 
Conference treasurer:	 	 Mark Donnellan 
Tasks in Study Abroad Chair:	 Andrew Atkins 
Site Chair:		 	 	 	 Lance Burrows 
PR Chair:	 	 	 	 	 Colin Thompson 
Handbook editor:	 	 	 Justin Harris 
Conference Website:		 	 Mark Donnellan 
Registration:	 	 	 	 Andrew Atkins, Brent 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Cotsworth	 and Colin Thompson 
Assistant treasurers:		 	 Mizuka Tsukamoto, Ryan 		 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 Richardson & Oana Cusen 
Conference photographer:	 Bill White 
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OnTask


About the JALT Task-based learning SIG

!In addition to our regular publication OnTask, you receive discounted entry rates for TBL SIG related 
meetings and conferences. You also have the chance to meet and discuss with other colleagues from around 
Japan and Asia who are interested in using TBL-informed practice in Japan and greater Asia. For further 
information, see our website www.tblsig.org 

Our regular journal includes feature articles and task-based lesson plans by researchers and educators from 
Japan and around the world. Some of  our writers so far have included Jane Willis, David Willis, David 
Carless, Steven Herder, Peter Gobel, Natusko Shintani, Peter Skehan and William Littlewood.

www.tblsig.org
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Conference Proceedings

For TBL in Asia we have decided not to print a conference proceedings, however if  you would be interested 
in publishing your presentation in a future issue of  OnTask, please contact Colin Thompson, our 
Publications Officer at tbltinasia@gmail.com
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